Um¢leckoprimyslové museum v Praze
Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague

IVAN KAFKA - NOVOROCENKY 1968-2025
Vystava ve foyer

19.12.2024 —23. 2. 2025

IVAN KAFKA - NEW YEAR’S CARDS 1968-2025

Foyer exhibition

19 December 2024 — 23 February 2025

Ivan Kafka se novoro¢enkou zabyva od let svych studii. Prehlidka jeho novoroc¢nich
prani ve foyer Uméleckoprimyslového musea v Praze od roku 1968 az po ,,péefko* na
rok 2025 tak nabizi unikatni vhled do promén autorova vztahu k prostoru i ¢asu kolem
néj.

Ivan Kafka began making New Year’s cards during his secondary school studies. The
foyer exhibition offers a glimpse into the artist’s studio and records the changes of his
approach to the space and time around him.

Novoroc¢enky Ivana Kafky odrazeji jeho ptivodni pfistup k tvotivosti, formovany ¢eskou
vytvarnou scénou 60. let 1 vlastnim curriculem vitae. Uz béhem studia na sttedni vytvarné
Skole si osvojil zvyk periodického vytvareni novoro€enky a pronikl i k jejim femeslnym
nalezitostem. Kromé toho vyrtstal v inspirativnim prostfedi ateliéru, ktery obyval se svymi
uméleckymi rodic¢i. Zde hlavné po néstupu politické normalizace plsobila $irsi spolecenstvi
alternativni vytvarné kultury, k jejimuZ rozvoji pozdé¢ji sam ptispél. Malokdo se zaslouZzil o
kontinuitu Zanru tisténé novorocenky tak jako on. Tento zvyk péstuje dodnes, navzdory
proméndm situaci i pomérd, které pro papirovou novorocenku a jeji klasické postovni
rozesilani zvnéj$ku nastaly.

Roman Prahl, kurator vystavy

Ivan Kafka’s New Year’s greeting cards reflect his original approach to creativity formed by
the Czech art scene of the 1960s and his own curriculum vitae. Already during his secondary
school studies, Ivan Kafka accustomed himself to the periodical creation of New Year’s cards
and mastered their technical properties. Apart from that, he grew up in the inspiring
atmosphere of an art studio where he lived with his artist parents. This is where mainly after
the onset of the political Normalization period a broad community of alternative artists met
and worked, to the development of which he himself later also contributed. However, few
have been as instrumental in securing the continuity of the printed New Year’s card as he.
Kafka cultivates this genre to this day, in spite of the changes in situations and circumstances



that have externally impacted paper-made New Year’s cards and the traditional process of
sending them through postal mail.

Roman Prahl, exhibition curator

*

Papirové skladaci objekty do obalek — novorocenky — jsou realizovany a rozesilany od roku
1983 po soucasnost. Zaobiram se jimi dvaactyticet let, diive v poctu dvou az tfi set
exemplaft. Jedna se o drobné objekty reagujici svym obsahem vzdy na cosi zasadniho z roku
minulého a soucasn¢ intuitivné pfedznamendvajici moznosti v ¢ase budoucim. Zaroven je toto
poselstvi limitovano formou sklddacky a rozmérem klasické poStovni obalky. Pofad se mi zda
docela zabavné vytahnout z placaté zasilky vicerozmérny objekt, kladouci nékdy i malicko
napor na mysleni. Chvilku s tim jesté vydrzim, ale zd4 se, ze kvili trvale nenasytné postovni
cenové politice se pomalu a jisté sunu do finéle.

Ivan Kafka (rukopis 2015)

I’ve been creating and sending New Year’s cards — folding paper objects inserted into
envelopes — for the past forty-two years, from 1983 to the present; initially, between two to
three hundred copies. These are small objects that reflect in their content something essential
that occurred the past year, while also intuitively indicating prospects to come in the future. At
the same time, this message is limited by its folding card form and the size of the standard
envelope. I still find it amusing to pull out a three-dimensional object from a flat envelope,
which at times can be a strain on the brain. I will stick to this activity for a while longer but it
seems that owing to the perpetually insatiable postal price policy, I’'m slowly but surely
headed toward the end.

Ivan Kafka (manuscript 2015)

Uméleckoprimyslové museum v Praze, ulice 17. listopadu 2 (vchod z ulice Sirok4)

Oteviraci doba: Utery 10-20, stfeda azZ nedéle 10—18 hodin, pond¢li zavieno
Vstup do foyer zdarma.
Fenoménu novorocenky se vénuje té€z prednasSka kuratora vystavy Romana Prahla v utery 28.

1. 2025 v Pfednaskovém sale muzea. Vice informaci na www.upm.cz.

Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague, 17. listopadu 2, Prague 1 (accessed from Siroka street)
Opening hours: Tue 10 a.m. — 8 p.m., Wed—Sun 10 a.m. — 6 p.m., Mon closed
Free entry to the foyer.
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Popisek:
Ivan Kafka

O nedostupitelnosti vrcholl. Papirové skladaci objekty do obalek (novorocenky Zdvojeni) pro
rok 1989. Foto: Ivan Kafka

Ivan Kafka

On the inaccessibility of apexes. Folding paper objects to be inserted into envelopes
(Doubling New Year’s cards) for the year 1989. Photo: Ivan Kafka



